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Welcome to our COAS

We're so glad you're here!

FLAGSHIP AMBASSADOR
PROGRAM

Meet our new Flagship Ambassadors as
we recap the Flagship Ambassador
Induction Ceremony. 
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CONGRATS GRADS! 

Congratulations to the 2023
graduating class of COAS! Flip
through to see some pictures of
our amazing COAS graduates. 
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Saleem Sullivan is a native of

Mount Vernon, NY. Mr. Sullivan

earned his Bachelor of Science

Degree in Business

Administration with a minor in

Management Information

Systems from Saint Paul’s

College (Lawrenceville, VA). He

continued his education at

Virginia State University,

where he earned a master’s

degree in Sport Management. 

Mr. Sullivan comes to the COAS
Office of the Dean with over 12
years of experience working in
higher education. He has
strong expertise with hands-
on interaction with students
from diverse academic,
socioeconomic, and cultural
backgrounds. He has served as
an academic advisor, a transfer
articulation coordinator, and
most recently he served as an
Assistant Registrar. 

Mr. Sullivan is passionate
about education and believes
in advocating for students. He
enjoys spending time with his
son, friends, and family. He is a
former 3x ALL-CIAA collegiate
student athlete (baseball) and
a proud member of the Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 

More About
Me!

S A L E E M  S U L L I V A N

I love sports.
Knicks, Yankees,
and Giants are my
favorite teams
I love flying kites
on windy days
and riding my
bike around the
city.
Jay-Z is my
favorite rapper!

Some fun facts about
me:

 

MR. SALEEM SULLIVAN
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Assistant Director of Student Affairs for Academic and Student Services

N e w  A S A  T e a m  M e m b e r !  



Meet Ayotimofe Idowu

My hometown: 

Owings Mills, Maryland by

way of Lagos, Nigeria

My Major: 

Biology and Health

Education Maternal and

Child Health Concentration

Double major Chemistry

minor 

My plans after
graduation: 
As an alumna of Howard
University, I plan on
working as a research
trainee in a microbial
pathogenesis lab at the
National Institutes of
Health.

More About Me: 
I am a member of the
third cohort of the Karsh
STEM Scholars Program
and a graduate of the
COAS Honors Program. In
the future, I plan on
pursuing a combined
MD/Ph.D. degree to
become a physician-
scientist. My interests
include women’s health,
infectious diseases, and
global health. 

Ms. Ayotimofe
Idowu had the
highest GPA in

Health Education
for AY 2022-2023!

 

3.94
 

COAS STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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Meet Dr. Mohamed S. Camara
 

His education and expertise
include:

History
Ph.D.
Northwestern University
1996

History
MA
Northwestern University
1991

Journalism
Postgraduate Degree
Universite de Dakar,
Senegal
1985

Philosophy & History
Diplome d'Etudes
Superieures (DES)
Universite de Conakry,
Guinea
1981

Promoting the French
language and cultural and
linguistic diversity. 
Promoting peace,
democracy, and human
rights. 
Supporting education,
training, higher
education, and research. 
Developing cooperation
for sustainable
development. 

This award recognizes an
individual or organization in
culture, education, and/or
politics that has distinguished
him/her/itself by: 

Congratulations to Dr. Camara
for his dedication to the
Francophonie world through
his teaching, research,
published works and non-
profit foundation!

COAS FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
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Dr. Mohamed S. Camara

serves as Professor and

Department Chair in the

Department of African

Studies. He is also the

Editor-in-Chief of the

Howard Journal of

African Studies.

In Feb. 2023, Dr.

Camara was announced

as the winner of the

2023 Grand Prix de la

Francophonie Award. 



Meet Ms. Melissa Estrado
My name is Melissa R. Estrado. I
am a proud graduate of Howard
University, College of Arts &
Science, class of 2003. As
President of Howard University
Alumni Club of Greater NYC, I am
honored to say, I would not be
where I am today without the
unwavering support of Howard
University and the Department
of Alumni Relations.

When I arrived on Howard’s
well-manicured lawn-better
known as the “yard,” as a first-
generation college freshman, it
was a different world for me. A
never felt before powerful
energy radiated through my
veins. Every day my peers and I
felt like we could take over the
world. 

 

Ms. Estrado has a
son who attends

Howard University.
He is a rising
sophomore

On the days when I felt
overwhelmed and ready to give
up, all I had to do was take a walk
on campus. At any given moment
you could see and hear the future
leaders of tomorrow. We were
destined to be great!

Howard provided me with the
necessary tools and resources to
become a healthcare consultant.
Howard afforded me exceptional,
quality educational training by
world renowned professors.
Professors who were strong,
resilient, and reminded us daily
about perseverance at the Mecca.
Professors like Clyde L. Jackson
who treated you like family the
minute you stepped foot in his
class and now mentors your son-a
rising sophomore at Howard
University more than 20 years
later.

To this day, we still have the best
lawn in DC, and I feel the same
energy I felt on day 1 whenever I
visit my beloved alma mater. 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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HU Graduation, 2003



The Flagship Ambassador Program is designed to holistically develop
and enhance the leadership skills of students who are dedicated to

promoting The Flagship of Howard University: 
The College of Arts and Sciences (COAS)

 
 
 
 
 

MEET OUR COAS FLAGSHIP AMBASSADORS

COAS Academic Student Affairs Newsletter Pg. 7

 2023 FLAGSHIP AMBASSADOR INDUCTION CEREMONY
April 17, 2023

The College of Arts and Sciences (COAS) 
 
 
 

F L A G S H I P  A M B A S S A D O R S  A T  T H E  C O A S  F L A G S H I P  A M B A S S A D O R  I N D U C T I O N  C E R E M O N Y
 



D r i v i n g  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  H o w a r d ' s
c a m p u s  y o u ' l l  s e e ,  a m o n g s t  t h e  m a n y
p o s t e r s  w e  h a v e  o f  b e a u t i f u l  a l u m n a e ,
D r .  B e t h  B r o w n .  A  p i o n e e r  i n  n o t  o n l y
t h e  X - r a y s  o f  e l l i p t i c a l  g a l a x i e s ,  b u t  o f
s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l
p u b l i c .  T o  s e r v e  u n d e r  h e r  n a m e
i n v o k e s  a  s p i r i t  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  a n g s t
f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l
s c i e n c e s ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f
b i g  i d e a s  i n t o  s m a l l  b i t e  s i z e  c o n c e p t s
f o r  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s u m p t i o n .  A n d  t o  b e
t h e  c a p t a i n  o f  a  p h e n o m e n a l  t e a m
d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h o s e  v e r y  g o a l s  i s  a n
h o n o r  I  h o p e  I  c a n  l i v e  u p  t o .  I n  t h i s
t e a m ,  l e a d e r s h i p  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s
a n d  e x p l o r e  n e w  w a y s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s
c a n  a s k  c r i t i c a l  t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d
t h e m .  T e a m  B r o w n  o f  t h e
A m b a s s a d o r s h i p  p r o g r a m  c a n  h o p e  t o
f u r t h e r  t h e  l e g a c y  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  o f
D r .  B r o w n ,  s o  t h a t  m o r e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l
g r o w  t o  p i o n e e r  t h e i r  o w n  f i e l d s  w h i l e
g i v i n g  b a c k  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  p u s h e d  t h e m
f o r w a r d .

T E A M  C A P T A I N  
A A R O N  J O H N S O N

TEAM BROWN

C H R I S T I A N A  B I R U K M A R Y  C O L L I N S

D E N N I S  T S I T S I W UH A N N A H  H O L L I S

B e t h  B r o w n  s t u d i e d  a s t r o p h y s i c s  a t  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,

u n d e r t a k i n g  t w o  i n t e r n s h i p s  a t  N A S A  d u r i n g  h e r

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  y e a r s .  S h e  w e n t  o n  t o  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  a t

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n ,  w h e r e  s h e  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t

b l a c k  w o m a n  t o  g e t  a  d o c t o r a t e  i n  a s t r o n o m y  f r o m  t h e

i n s t i t u t i o n .  S h e  w a s  t h e n  h i r e d  a s  a n  a s t r o p h y s i c i s t  a t

N A S A ,  w h e r e  s h e  c o l l e c t e d  d a t a  o n  e l l i p t i c a l  g a l a x i e s .

S h e  w a s  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  h e l p i n g  m i n o r i t i e s  t o

s u c c e e d  i n  p h y s i c s .  
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T E A M  C A P T A I N  
K Y L E  H O L M E S

TEAM CLARK

C A M E R O N  H U M E S I S A B E L L A  M I L L E R

K E N N E D Y  W I L L I A M SS Y D N I E  W A R D L A W

P s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r ,  K e n n e t h  C l a r k  a n d  h i s

w i f e ,  M a m i e  C l a r k ,  s t u d i e d  p s y c h o l o g y  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  a t

H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  w e r e  v e r y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c i v i l

r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t .  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e  C l a r k s  w e n t  o n  t o

d e s i g n  a n d  c o n d u c t  a  s e r i e s  o f  e x p e r i m e n t s  c o m m o n l y

k n o w n  a s  “ t h e  d o l l  t e s t ”  t o  s t u d y  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l

e f f e c t s  o f  r a c i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  o n  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n

s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  T h e i r  r e s e a r c h  w a s  c i t e d  i n  a r g u m e n t s

d u r i n g  B r o w n  v .  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  l a n d m a r k

U . S .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  c a s e  t h a t  r u l e d  s e g r e g a t i o n

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  s p a r k e d  a  s h i f t  h i s t o r i c  t o w a r d

i n t e g r a t i o n .  

I  a m  t r u l y  h o n o r e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  2 0 2 3 -
2 0 2 4  C O A S  F l a g s h i p  A m b a s s a d o r  C a p t a i n
f o r  T e a m  C l a r k !  S e r v i n g  i n  t h i s  r o l e  i s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  v o i c e  f o r
p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  w h i l e  a l s o
l e a d i n g  b y  e x a m p l e  a s  a  C O A S  A m b a s s a d o r .
I  p l a n  t o  s t a y  e n g a g e d  w i t h  m y  t e a m  b y
f o s t e r i n g  a n  o p e n  l i n e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n
a n d  c r e a t i n g  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t
p r o m o t e s  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n .  I n  t h e
s p i r i t  o f  i n c l u s i v i t y ,  I  w i l l  l e a d  w i t h  t h e
s a m e  i d e a l s  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n s  a s  t h e
p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w h o m  m y  t e a m  i s  n a m e d
a f t e r .  D e t e r m i n e d  t o  u n e a r t h  t h e
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p a c t s  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n ,
D o c t o r s  M a m i e  a n d  K e n n e t h  C l a r k  u s e d
i n n o v a t i v e  w a y s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  j u s t  h o w
d e e p l y  i m p a c t e d  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  y o u t h
w e r e  b y  s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  a n d
s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  T h e  w o r k  o f  D r s .  C l a r k  i s
i n s p i r a t i o n a l  a n d  m y  t e a m  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e i r
l e a d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  u p l i f t i n g  a n d  i m p a c t f u l
p r o j e c t s  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e s  f o r  C O A S  a n d  t h e
H o w a r d  c o m m u n i t y .
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T E A M  C A P T A I N  
G A R I M A  R O K A Y A

TEAM DAMAS

N Y A  C A R T E R L A U R E N  F O L E Y

W I L L I E  W H I T ED A Y N A  J A C K S O N

A s  a  C a p t a i n ,  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  s t r i k i n g  a  h a r m o n i o u s  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n
m y  d u t i e s  a s  a  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  F l a g s h i p
A m b a s s a d o r s  a n d  m y  p e r s o n a l  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o w t h .  F r o m  a  y o u n g  a g e ,  I
h a v e  h e l d  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  a  t r u e  l e a d e r  i s
i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  t h e i r  t e a m .  T h e r e f o r e ,
m y  a p p r o a c h  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  m y  t e a m
m e m b e r s  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  e m b r a c i n g  m y
a u t h e n t i c  s e l f  a n d  c r e a t i n g  a  n u r t u r i n g
e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  a l s o  e x p r e s s
t h e i r  t r u e  s e l v e s .  W e  p r o u d l y  b e a r  t h e
n a m e  o f  L é o n - G o n t r a n  D a m a s ,  a
r e m a r k a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  e x c e l l e d  a s  a
p o e t ,  p o l i t i c i a n ,  d i p l o m a t ,  c u l t u r a l
t h e o r i s t ,  l e a d e r ,  a n d  p r o f e s s o r .  H i s
u n w a v e r i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s e r v i n g  h i s
c o m m u n i t y  s e r v e s  a s  a n  e n d u r i n g  s o u r c e
o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  m e  a n d  m y  t e a m .
R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  i m m e n s e  p o t e n t i a l  w i t h i n
e a c h  m e m b e r ,  I  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  e n c o u r a g e
t h e m  t o  e m b r a c e  t h e i r  u n i q u e  a b i l i t i e s
a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  t a l e n t s
t o  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t .  

L é o n - G o n t r a n  D a m a s  w a s  a  F r e n c h  p o e t a n d  p o l i t i c i a n .

H e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  N é g r i t u d e  m o v e m e n t

d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0  a l o n g  D a m a s  A i m é  C é s a i r e  a n d  S e n g h o r .

D a m a s  e x p l o r e d  t h e  i n t e r n a l i z e d  r a c i s m  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n

t h a t  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d i a s p o r a .  I n  t h e  1 9 7 0 ’ s

D a m a s m o v e d  t o  D . C .  H e  t a u g h t  a t  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y

a n d  s e r v e d  u n t i l  h i s  p a s s i n g  a s  a c t i n g  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e

A f r i c a n  S t u d i e s  p r o g r a m .
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T E A M  C A P T A I N  
A R I E L  C L A R K E

TEAM DOUGLASS

S A M A R I A  G A L L I E N K A L Y S S A  G I L L E S P I E

E L I S A B E T H  W I L S O NB R Y A N T  W E L L S

F r e d e r i c k  D o u g l a s s  w a s  a  S o c i a l  p i o n e e r  r e v o l u t i o n i s t

a n d  h o n o r a r y  d e g r e e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  h e

c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  c e l e b r a t e d  a t  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  w h e r e

h e  c r e a t e d  p o l i c y  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  b o a r d  o f  t r u s t e e s

f r o m  1 8 7 1  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 9 5 .  H i s  l e g a c y  i s  f o r e v e r  a

p a r t  o f  H o w a r d .  

T o  s e r v e  a s  t e a m  c a p t a i n  m e a n s  t o  h u m b l y
a c c e p t  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  a  c h a n g e  a g e n t .
I n  o r d e r  t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  t o  i m p l e m e n t
c h a n g e s ,  I  h a v e  t o  b e  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t
c o n n e c t s  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y  t o  f a c u l t y  a n d
s t a f f .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I  a m
g r a t e f u l  t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d ,  I  i n t e n d  t o  l e a d
b y  l i s t e n i n g  m o r e  t h a n  I  s p e a k  s o  t h a t  I
e n s u r e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e y
a r e  s e e n  a n d  h e a r d .  H e a r i n g  t h e  o p i n i o n s
o f  t h o s e  a r o u n d  m e  a n d  n o t  t a k i n g  t h e i r
c o n c e r n s ,  o r  i d e a s ,  b i g  o r  s m a l l ,  f o r
g r a n t e d .   C h a n g e  a g e n t s  a r e  a d v o c a t e s
w h o  a r e  p r o g r e s s i v e ,  i n n o v a t i v e ,  a n d  b o l d
e n o u g h  t o  d e m a n d  c h a n g e  w h e n
n e c e s s a r y .  I  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  t a s k  i s  n o t
a l w a y s  e a s y  b u t  “ t o  w h o m  m u c h  i s  g i v e n ,
m u c h  i s  r e q u i r e d . ”  I t  i s  l i k e  F r e d r i c k
D o u g l a s  s t a t e d ,  “ i f  t h e r e  i s  n o  s t r u g g l e
t h e r e  i s  n o  p r o g r e s s . ”  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t
r e s o n a t e s  w i t h  m e  b e c a u s e  I  u n d e r s t a n d
w h a t  i t  i s  t o  f a c e  o b s t a c l e s  a n d  s t r u g g l e s
a n d  t r u l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e
a n d  t h e  a d v e r s i t y  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r  i s  b u i l t .
M y  h o p e  i s  t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  m a k e
t h e  m o s t  a m o u n t  o f  c h a n g e  b y  i m p a c t i n g
t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  u n i v e r s i t y

             COAS Academic Student Affairs Newsletter Pg. 11



T E A M  C A P T A I N  
M Y R A  L E W I S

TEAM HARRIS

E M M A  C H A R L E S A M A J A H  H A L L

R E A G A N  R U S S E LD O N A V A N  H A N S O N

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  K a m a l a  H a r r i s  w a s

f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  h e r  l o v e  f o r  p o l i t i c s  w h i l e  s t u d y i n g

a t  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  w h e r e  s h e  e a r n e d  h e r

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e .  I n  2 0 0 3 ,  S e n .  H a r r i s  b e c a m e  t h e

D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  C i t y  a n d  C o u n t y  o f  S a n

F r a n c i s c o .  A  f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r  K a m a l a  w a s  e l e c t e d  a s  t h e

f i r s t  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  a n d  f i r s t  w o m a n  t o  s e r v e  a s

C a l i f o r n i a ' s  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,

H a r r i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  B l a c k  w o m a n  a n d  A s i a n - A m e r i c a n  t o

r u n  f o r  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o n  a  m a j o r  p a r t y  t i c k e t .  I n  2 0 2 1 ,

s h e  t o o k  o f f i c e  a s  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

M y r a  L e w i s ,  3 r d - y e a r  B i o l o g y  m a j o r ,

C h e m i s t r y  m i n o r  f r o m  C h a r l o t t e ,  N C  i s  a

F l a g s h i p  A m b a s s a d o r  a n d  c a p t a i n  o f  T e a m

V . P .  K a m a l a  H a r r i s !  S h e  i s  v e r y  e x c i t e d  t o

s e r v e  a s  t h e  c a p t a i n  a n d  w a n t s  t o  c r e a t e  a

v o i c e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  C o l l e g e

o f  A r t s  a n d  S c i e n c e s .  M y r a  p l a n s  t o  e n g a g e

w i t h  h e r  t e a m  a n d  c r e a t e  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e

e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  e a c h  v o i c e  o n  h e r

t e a m  h a s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s h a r e ,  l e a r n ,  a n d

c u l t i v a t e  n e w  e x p e r i e n c e s .  J u s t  l i k e  t h e

f a m o u s  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  A l u m n a ,  K a m a l a

H a r r i s  h a s  q u o t e d  t h a t  “ . . . y o u  a r e

p o w e r f u l  a n d  y o u r  v o i c e  m a t t e r s ” .  M y r a

w a n t s  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h a t  m a n t r a  i n  h e r

t e a m ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  h e r  l o c a l

a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y .  A s  s h e  i s

h i g h l y  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  e f f o r t s  w o m e n  l i k e

K a m a l a  H a r r i s  h a v e  c r e a t e d ,  s h e  a l s o

w a n t s  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  g r o w

t h e i r  v o i c e s  a n d  m a k e  a  c h a n g e  i n  o u r

w o r l d !
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T h u r g o o d  M a r s h a l l  a p p l i e d  t o  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  L a w  S c h o o l  a f t e r  b e i n g

r e j e c t e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  h i s  r a c e  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a r y l a n d  L a w  S c h o o l .

T h i s  c h o i c e  s h a p e d  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e ,  p r o p e l l i n g  h i m  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r

e q u a l  r i g h t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  r a c e .  H e  t o o k  o n  d i f f i c u l t  c a s e s  t o

e n d  s t a t e - s p o n s o r e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  l i k e  B r o w n  v .  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  T h i s

l a n d m a r k  c a s e  e n d e d  t h e  l e g a l  b a s i s  f o r  s e g r e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  U . S .  I n  1 9 6 5 ,

M a r s h a l l  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  U . S .  s o l i c i t o r  g e n e r a l  b y  P r e s i d e n t  L y n d o n  B .

J o h n s o n .  I n  1 9 6 7 ,  h e  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  t o  s e r v e  o n  t h e  U . S .

S u p r e m e  C o u r t .

T E A M  C A P T A I N  
T Y ’ I A N A  T O M L I N

Team Marshall

J A N I Y A  A L L E N G H E N A É  F O R D

T I M I  O Y E W OI M A R I  G R E E N
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T E A M  C A P T A I N  
R Y A N E  J O N E S

TEAM MORRISON

C H R I S T I E  C A M B R I D G E  T A Y L O R  C A M P B E L L

V A U G H N  P E O P L E S - H O B S O NV I C T O R I A  H A C K S H A W

P r o f e s s o r  T o n i  M o r r i s o n  e a r n e d  a  b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  i n

E n g l i s h  w i t h  a  m i n o r  i n  c l a s s i c s  f r o m  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y

i n  1 9 5 3 .  S h e  s p e n t  s e v e n  y e a r s  t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h  a t

H o w a r d  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  h e r  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e .  M o r r i s o n

w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  e x a m i n e  i s s u e s  o f  r a c e ,  l o v e ,  a n d  e v e n

t h e  p a r a n o r m a l .  M o r r i s o n  h a s  r e c e i v e d  c o u n t l e s s

a c c o l a d e s  f o r  h e r  a c t i v i s m  a n d  w r i t i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e

N o b e l  P r i z e  i n  L i t e r a t u r e ,  a  P u l i t z e r  P r i z e ,  a n  A m e r i c a n

B o o k  A w a r d ,  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  M e d a l  o f  F r e e d o m

p r e s e n t e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  B a r a c k  O b a m a .  

I t  i s  a  g r e a t  h o n o r  t o  s e r v e  a s  C a p t a i n
f o r  t e a m  M o r r i s o n  a n d  I  a m  h o n o r e d  t o
h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h
m y  t e a m .  A s  a  l e a d e r ,  I  t a k e  g r e a t  p r i d e
i n  h e a r i n g  t h e  i d e a s ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d
p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  o t h e r s ,  a n d  g l e a m  a t  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e m p o w e r  m y  t e a m  t o  b e
l e a d e r s  a n d  i n n o v a t o r s .  I  i n t e n d  t o
h i g h l i g h t  a n d  u t i l i z e  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d
t a l e n t s  w i t h i n  m y  t e a m  a n d  s e e k  t o
d e v e l o p  a  g r e a t  b o n d  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  s o
t h a t  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r
h a r m o n i o u s l y .  I  a m  s o  e x c i t e d  t o  l e a d
t h e  M o r r i s o n  t e a m  a n d  p l a n  t o  l e a d  w i t h
t h e  s a m e  v i g o r ,  f o r e s i g h t ,  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y
t h a t  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  T o n i  M o r r i s o n  h e r s e l f
e x h i b i t e d  w h i l e  o n  H o w a r d ’ s  c a m p u s  a n d
i n  h e r  l i t e r a t u r e .  I  a m  t r u l y  i n s p i r e d  b y
t h e  u n a p o l o g e t i c  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d
c r e a t i v i t y  t h a t  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y
s t u d e n t s  h a v e  a n d  w a n t  t o  b r i n g  t o  l i g h t
w h a t  g r e a t n e s s  l i v e s  w i t h i n  C O A S .  I  a m
s o  e x c i t e d  f o r  w h a t  i s  t o  c o m e  f o r  t h e
M o r r i s o n  T e a m  a n d  h o p e  w e  s u c c e s s f u l l y
c a r r y  o u t  h e r  l e g a c y  o n  c a m p u s  a n d
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .
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K w a m e  T u r e  a k a  S t o k e l y  C a r m i c h a e l  w a s  a  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t ,  w r i t e r ,  a n d
o r a t o r .  D u r i n g  h i s  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  a s  a  p h i l o s o p h y  m a j o r  a t  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,
h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  h i s  f i r s t  F r e e d o m  R i d e .  I n  1 9 6 6 ,  T u r e  g a v e  a  s p e e c h  w h e r e
h e  f i r s t  s p o k e  t h e  w o r d s  “ B l a c k  P o w e r , ”  c a l l i n g  f o r  c u l t u r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  a n d
e c o n o m i c  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  B l a c k  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  

H e  j o i n e d  t h e  B l a c k  P a n t h e r  P a r t y  a n d  j o u r n e y e d  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  t o  v i s i t
w i t h  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s .  T u r e  h e l p e d  t o  r e d e f i n e  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n
i d e n t i t y - - a s  w e l l  a s  B l a c k  i d e n t i t y  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e - - w i t h  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y
p r o c l a m a t i o n  t h a t  B l a c k  i s  b e a u t i f u l .

T E A M  C A P T A I N  
J O S H U A  B E N - B A B A

TEAM TURE

C A R M I Y A  B A D Y D E J A  D A N I E L

J A Z W A N  V E A LK A T H E R I N E  S A I N T - P R E U X

COAS Academic Student Affairs Newsletter Pg. 15



 
Dr. Gladys M. Francis, Associate Dean for Academic Student Affairs

 
We are extremely proud of you!

 
You are well-prepared to challenge norms, to advocate for democracy and social equity, to

promote environmental sustainability, and to positively impact the communities and
institutions around you.

 
We are grateful to you for the voices you will make heard and for the ways in which you will

engage with issues of diversity and growing apertures in the economic fortunes of our
social fabric. Use the education that you have received to launch and sustain efforts that

will forge significant differences in your communities, the nation, and the world. 
You are equipped to be the beacons that the world needs! 

 
During this new chapter of your life, you will learn to balance your career ambitions with a

commitment to love and to have fun, while driving social change. “Do the best you can until
you know better. Then, when you know better, do better” (Maya Angelou). 

 
Thank you for choosing the College of Arts and Sciences to fortify your life’s journey. You

are about to join the distinguished list of alumni who blaze trails in the national and global
communities. Be assured that we will continue this journey with you. We look forward to

welcoming you back to the Mecca through tailored and engaging alumni initiatives! 
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SPRING'23 COAS GRADUATION

T o  the Graduating Class of  2023
 

I n  A Y  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  T h e  C o l l e g e  o f  A r t s  a n d  S c i e n c e s  g r a d u a t e d  7 5 7  s t u d e n t s
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SPRING'23 COAS ASA EVENTS
Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne Visit, 2023

Thank You Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne Team! 
Prof. Camille Salinesi- Vice President in charge of International Relations
Dr. Annie Soriot- Director of International Relations
Julien Frémont- Deputy Director in charge of International Cooperation

 
 

Thank you all so much for visiting us at Howard University. We had productive meetings,

amazing conversations, and many laughs! We look forward to visiting you all this June to

sign our MOU! Our HU delegation and our 4 COAS students that will be joining us in Paris

(Naika Belizaire, Déja Daniel, Garima Rokaya, and Regan Russell) cannot wait to see all

that Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne has to offer! 
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Accepted Students Day, 2023

SPRING'23 COAS ASA EVENTS

We had a wonderful time meeting our incoming COAS Bisons. Thank
you to the 430+ attendees! 
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Flagship Ambassador Induction Ceremony, 2023

Click here to view the Induction Ceremony

Congratulations to our inaugural cohort of 40 COAS Flagship Ambassadors! We
cannot wait to see how you all grow and develop in your new role. 

SPRING'23 COAS ASA EVENTS

https://youtu.be/RG-JVIWR2Cs


COAS Academic Student Affairs Newsletter Pg. 20

UK Sendoff Block Party, 2023

SPRING'23 COAS ASA EVENTS

Thank you to everyone that came to say farewell to our England-bound students! Speical thank
you to AVP Pluff and her team for providing the traveling swag to our students, and the staff

across many units who came out to gift the students their swag.
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Johns Hopkins University SAIS Europe Visit, 2023

HU Junior Preview Day, 2023

Howard University Alumni Club Atlanta Visit, 2023

SPRING'23 COAS ASA EVENTS

What a wonderful visit from the John's Hopkins
University SAIS Europe team! Thank you for coming
to speak to our students about the amazing
opportunities you all offer. We are honored to
partner with Johns Hopkins and that 6 of our COAS
students (Ariel Clarke, Ryane Jones, Nia Naylor,
Ann Laurie Pierre, and Kathrine Saint-Preux are
going to Italy this summer as part of this
partnership.

It was such a pleasure to meet the
potential HU parents and students
at Junior Preview Day. The ASA
Team, our Department Chairs, and
student leaders were happy to
welcome them to HU. We hope to
see them on the Yard! 

Thank you to the Howard University Alumni
Club of Atlanta for visiting HU and joining us
to learn more about the COAS. We value
every recruitment effort, and opportunities
to exchange, and gather with prospective
students. We can't wait to do it all again! 



Lights, Cameras, STEP!
As part of the COAS Globalization and Student-leadership efforts , 18 COAS
Students were honorary guests at an international Black dance and arts
festival in England! The performance "Taste of Howard” showcased the
unique art form of stepping  and dance. "Taste of Howard” brought  to
stage the unique contributions of Howard University’s esteemed Divine 9
organizations, the Thunder Machine Drum Line, and its dazzling Ooh La La
Dance Line dancers. Click here to view their performance!

No Justice, No Peace!
Our COAS Associate Dean, Dr. Gladys M. Francis, was the 2023 honorary
keynote artist and speaker at the prestigious  festival. On May 2, 2023, Dr.
Francis and the COAS students had a standing ovation as they opened the
conference with their “No Justice, No Peace” presentation! Click here to
view their performances!

LET’S STEP OUT OF DC
& 

INTO THE UK!
 

Building Connections
The COAS UK-Student Delegation not only performed at the festival, but
they were given the honor of meeting inspiring international leaders!
Through leadership talks, executive dinners, and lectures, the COAS
students built meaning connections with the Guadeloupe Executive
Delegation, the Director of Public Health of Leicester, England (Ivan
Brown), Dance Scholars such as Tia-Monique Uzor, and other college
students from around the world. 
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HU IN THE UK
A STUDY ABROAD TESTIMONY BY MICHAEL WHITE

T h i s  s p r i n g ,  I  h a d  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  H o w a r d
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  K a p p a  A l p h a  P s i
F r a t e r n i t y ,  I n c o r p o r a t e d  d u r i n g  m y
j o u r n e y  t o  L o n d o n ,  E n g l a n d ,  a n d
L e i c e s t e r ,  E n g l a n d !  D u r i n g  t h i s
u n f o r g e t t a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I  h a d  t h e
h o n o r  o f  s h o w c a s i n g  o u r  v i b r a n t  c u l t u r e
a n d  t a l e n t  t h r o u g h  a n  e l e c t r i f y i n g  s t e p
s h o w .  

A s  a m b a s s a d o r s ,  w e  i n s p i r e d  a n d
e n t e r t a i n e d  a u d i e n c e s  w i t h  o u r
c a p t i v a t i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  e m b o d y i n g
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  a n d  u n i t y .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I  w a s  p r i v i l e g e d  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  m a s t e r  c l a s s e s  l e d  b y
r e n o w n e d  c h o r e o g r a p h e r s  f r o m  a r o u n d
t h e  g l o b e .  L e a r n i n g  f r o m  t h e s e
e x c e p t i o n a l  a r t i s t s  e n h a n c e d  m y  s k i l l s
a n d  b r o a d e n e d  m y  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  t h e
p o w e r  o f  m o v e m e n t  a s  a  f o r m  o f
e x p r e s s i o n .  

M o r e o v e r ,  t h i s  j o u r n e y  p r o v i d e d  a  u n i q u e  c h a n c e  t o  d e l v e

i n t o  t h e  r i c h  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B l a c k  d i a s p o r a ,  m e e t  s t u d e n t s

f r o m  a l l  o v e r  E u r o p e ,  a n d  E x p e r i e n c e  E u r o p e  i n  a  v e r y

u n i q u e  w a y .  E n g a g i n g  a n c e s t r y  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d

i m m e r s i v e  c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  d e e p e n e d  m y

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  h e r i t a g e ,  a l l o w i n g  m e  t o

c e l e b r a t e  t h e  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

 

I  a m  i m m e n s e l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  K a p p a

A l p h a  P s i  F r a t e r n i t y  I n c o r p o r a t e d ,  a n d  D r .  G l a d y s  M .

F r a n c i s  f o r  e n t r u s t i n g  m e  w i t h  t h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y .

R e p r e s e n t i n g  o u r  e s t e e m e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  m a k i n g

l a s t i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s  w h i l e  l e a v i n g  a n  i n d e l i b l e  m a r k  o n  t h e

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a g e  w a s  t r u l y  a  r e m a r k a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e .
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Biology & HHPL
This would not have been possible

without the help of Dr. Douglas

White, the General Biology 101/102

Program Director, our Lab Course

Assistants, Lab Coor dinators, and

the collaboration of Prof. Deborah

Johnson and Dr. Seanta Cleveland

from the Department of Health,

Human Performance and Leisure

Studies. 

The service-learning component of

the General Biology program is also

at the core for a proclamation that

was issued by Mayor Muriel Bowser

to the Department for outstanding

community service efforts. 

In addition, twenty-seven (27)

Biology students were recently

honored with prestigious

Presidential Volunteer Service

Awards based on work they

completed in association with the

program. 
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The Department of Biology is proud to

announce the service-learning

accomplishments of the General

Biology 101/102 Program team led by Dr.

Iesha Fields, Lab Program Coordinator.

As currently featured on the Eastern

States Regions of the American Heart

Association website, more than 400

General Biology students took part in

Damar Hamlin’s #3forHeart CPR

Challenge by learning Hands-Only CPR

and challenging others to do the same

via social media as part of their

exploration of the cardiovascular

system. 
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COAS Biology
students

participating in  
Damar

Hamlin’s
#3forHeart CPR

Challenge

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feasternstates.heart.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdasia.bethea%40howard.edu%7Ccfdfc9df8a16402bdfa508db4d91698d%7C02ac0c07b75f46bf9b133630ba94bb69%7C0%7C0%7C638189059159727340%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5P47BEq5Q%2BfZAL%2BZIWHKDefbLxHtmDw%2FIYzTVx1BQL4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feasternstates.heart.org%2Fhoward-university-biology-students-participate-in-the-damar-hamlins-3forheart-cpr-challenge%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdasia.bethea%40howard.edu%7Ccfdfc9df8a16402bdfa508db4d91698d%7C02ac0c07b75f46bf9b133630ba94bb69%7C0%7C0%7C638189059159727340%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TSr8LxduAy6vsDX9dfKtCKFun6mWeVC0vLqJsC6tpRk%3D&reserved=0
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F O L L O W  O U R  N E W  S O C I A L  M E D I A  A C C O U N T S

Keeping up with The Flagship!

@ H U F L A G S H I P _ A S A

Make sure you follow our social media accounts and stay
tuned for the next issue!

@ H U F L A G S H I P _ A S A


